
 

1 CITY HALL ● 93 HIGHLAND AVENUE ● SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02143 
 (617) 625-6600 EXT. 2500 ● TTY: (617) 666-0001 ● FAX: (617) 625-0722 
 www.somervillema.gov 

 
 
 
 
Appointed by Joseph A Curtatone, Mayor 
 
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 
Time: 6:30-8:00pm 
Location: Virtual Meeting using GoToMeeting: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/539724445 
Community Representatives:   
*Ted Alexander  
*Ginny Alverson – Vice Chair 
Laura Evans 
Paola Massoli 
*Audrey Orenstein – Secretary  
*Vitor Pamplona 
*Zach Rosenberg – Chair  

*Julia Toof 
*Emily Vides 

Ex-Officio: 
Katjana Ballantyne, City Council 
*Alexandra Kleyman, Mobility Division, OSPCD 
Justin Schreiber, Mobility Division, OSPCD

 
*=present 

Guests: 
Jessica Bellow - Community Member 
Julia Murdza - Community Member 
Brian Postlewaite - Assistant Director of Engineering City of Somerville  
Adam Polinski - Mobility Division, OSPCD 
 
Acting Secretary: Audrey Orenstein 
 
Call to order:  6:35 PM 

1. Vote to approve June Minutes 
 Approved by Vitor, Seconded by Emily Vides - all in favor 
 
2. Vitor Pamplona volunteered to join the Somerville parking study task force to replace Jessica 
Ferguson. 
 
3. Subcommittee Updates 
* Sidewalk snow removal  
 Ted Alexander requested a vote to update the bylaws to allow a sub-group of our committee to 
focus on a special-interest project. A sub-group would research and pursue the resolution process and 
present all information to the quorum during an Open-Meeting.  
The vote was approved by Ted and seconded by Vitor - all in favor.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/539724445
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 Snow removal is the special interest the policy subcommittee would like to explore. Zach and 
Ginny and Ted talked about sidewalk plowing issues. Ted will share a document the subcommittee 
generated with the group.  
They plan to talk with City counselors and DPW about how they use their budget. Ali is also asking DPW 
Director Eric Wisemann PTAC officers. Ginny wants to involve the Commission of people with  Disability 
and SASS. 
 
* Pearl + 6 intersections 
 Engineering sub-committee did not meet this month and did not offer feedback on the designs.  
 
 As a whole group, we looked at intersection designs that  Adam Polinski shared on  slides. He 
began by telling us of three tiers of projects. Capital projects which involve major construction, 
Resurfacing projects - sidewalks and streets - with some state funding that are usually painting and quick 
build and a way to try out designs meant for a bigger capital investment, and a new hybrid approach, 
that falls between capital project and quick build to testing. PTAC was credited for providing  input into 
these projects.  
 
 Rather than just looking at long streets, the Mobility department is looking more closely at high 
issue intersections, such as those with high incident rates or near schools and high traffic. Overall they 
are achieving fewer road miles per year, but being more thoughtful about how the intersections are 
updated. Adam presented all 6 intersections for us to discuss. 
 
PTAC congratulated mobility on prioritizing pedestrian safety through lane narrowing, pedestrian 
islands, raised crosswalks, etc. A few questions were raised about how trucks would pass through the 
tighter turns, visibility by drivers and the ability to add green space in areas. 
 
Models for large vehicle turning will be studied and the height of median curbs will be calculated 
according to the turning radius. 
 
* Discussion of SASS Design Guide 
 Zach asked how we feel about Hawk signals since SASS recommends we eliminate them. Ted 
talked about the inconsistent use of Hawk Signals. 
 
 Adam is developing a library of different tools for mid-block crossing. Not actively designing 
HAWK signals in the near term, still learning the best way to do mid-block crossings.  
 
 Ali says Vision Zero is looking at mid-block crosswalks. 
 
 Audrey asked how we are to use the SASS guidelines if adopted? 
 
 Brian responded that this document is from an outside advocacy group (SASS) and the City relies  
on input directly from PTAC. It would be helpful if PTAC  could offer some sort of prioritization since the 
committee is the official advocate for pedestrian and transit decisions. 
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 Ted asked if Brian could associate some costs to the items on the list. Brian says cost should not 
be a deciding factor for us. 
 
 We talked about the different kinds of tree bump outs. 
 Zach will offer notes back to SASS about additional safety concerns that are not addressed in the 
guidelines. 
 SASS Guidelines Approved by Julia Toof, seconded by Vitor - all in favor 
 
* PTAC Neighborhood walk plan 
 We will get our first walk off the ground. Mobility suggested Powder House circle prior to the 
quick build improvements going in. Adam will lead it Tue 6:30. He will have a flyer ready to hand out and 
PTC will broadcast. 
 
City Update 
* Project Updates 
 
* Partial pavement program was discussed by Brian. Rather than pave full streets, the idea is to decide 

whether the center of the street or just the sidewalk is in immediate need of repair. The entire 
InnerBelt is being done. Every year 1/3 of the city is evaluated. Analysis is done on traffic volume, 
pedestrian and autos, the condition of the street and sidewalk  to determine a ranking. They are also 
looking at specific repairs (ramps etc) from a accessibility/disability concern.  

*  
* Brian suggested we walk Medford street to see a new tree area that is made of flexi-pave that porous 

allows water to nurture roots and the substance flexes to the movement of the tree. Davis Sq is 
upcoming! 

 
Ali - Alewife Brook Parkway and Powderhouse Blvd 
 Somervoice for Union Sq to take the survey 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWqaSLt02Na6g3QY58KaFlUxwSCpmULIQxBeRBZTuYPRSZ
Wg/viewform 
 
Meeting ended:  8:10 PM 
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